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We know and use different complementary spacial 
def init ions of cit ies.  Polit ical boundaries, density 
of bui ldings or  density of inhabitants to name but 
a few. Mobil ity Platforms have their own distinct 
understandings of cit ies.  They operate within a 
precisely def ined area. The area of service clearly 
def ines which parts of a city are - in the platforms 
current understanding - somehow valuable and 
worth servicing. Charted on a city map with clear 
boundaries these def init ions offer a comparable 
set of data across the researched platforms and in 
relation to our existing def init ions of cit ies. 

The fol lowing pages show examples of city def init ions 
of Mobil ity Platforms operating in Vienna. 

When comparing different platforms def init ions, 
we can observe similarit ies and differences. Some 
def init ions seem quite precise while others seem to 
be quite abstract. The def init ions seem to vary in 
size. Some def init ions seem to be partial ly identical 
with others. Some def init ions seem to be completely 
different than others. Some def init ions seem to have 
bl ind spots within their boundaries. Other seem to 
have additional areas outside their boundary. And so 
on and so forth. 
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I n  t h e  s e t  o f  r e s e a r c h e d  M o b i l i t y  P l a t f o r m s 

o p e r a t i n g  i n  V i e n n a  U b e r  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n 

u n i q u e  e x c e p t i o n .  U b e r ’ s  a r e a  o f  s e r v i c e  c a n 

b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  s t a t i c  a n d  g e n e r i c  d e f i n i t i o n 

o f  V i e n n a  w i t h o u t  a n y  p a r a l l e l s  t o  c o m m o n 

c i t y  d e f i n i t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r .  I n 

c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d e f i n i t i o n s  s h o w n  o n 

t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a g e s ,  t h i s  g e n e r i c  d e f i n i t i o n  i s 

a  s i m p l e  m a t h e m a t i c  d e f i n i t i o n  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n 

g e o m e t r i c  s h a p e s  a n d  n u m e r i c  v a l u e s .  U b e r ’ s 

a r e a  o f  s e r v i c e  i s  d e f i n e d  b y  a  p o l y g o n ,  i t ’ s 

r a d i u s  u n d  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r . 
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